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nests, and other utensils. The litter should be removed and burned. Scrape the floors and other places encrusted with dirt or filth. It is always best to apply this method of treatment in the fall before the birds are housed for the winter. The most effective way to kill mites is to spray the house with commercial carbolineum. This is an oil which was originally designed for a wood preservative. It has since been found to be a very excellent mite killer. This is much better than kerosene, carbolic acid, or whitewash. Kerosene evaporates quickly and soon loses its killing power. The use of watery solutions like carbolic acid is a waste of time. Carbolineum is a very penetrating oil and remains for months in the wood. Crude petroleum or waste crank-case oil from an automobile is next best. Carbolineum, crude petroleum, or crank-case oil pass through a sprayer better when mixed with kerosene in the proportion of 1 quart of kerosene to 3 quarts of the oil. A thorough application of any of these oils in the spring and fall will keep a hen house free from mites the year around. The birds should not remain in the house while the interior is being treated. The odor of the oil is irritating and the building should be aired out well before the flock is returned. Hit or miss spraying is never effective; spray the entire interior, floors especially. The furniture removed from the house should be carefully treated before it is replaced.
The feather mite
This is not as prevalent as the common mite. It looks very much like the red mite, but its habits are quite different. English sparrows are supposed to be the hosts or carriers of this mite. Red mites divide their time between the cracks of the hen house and the body of the chickens, while feather mites spend all their lives on the birds. The eggs are attached to the feathers where they hatch and later develop. The feathers about the vent are a favorite place for these mites. They, also, are blood-suckers.
In warm weather a flock infested with feather mites may